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Press Release 26th November 2010 – For Immediate Release 

SCHOOLS WHITE PAPER SIGNALS AN ATTACK ON INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS

Leading campaigning charity, the Alliance for Inclusive Education, warns the Education White Paper is a major attack on schools that have a commitment to including a diverse range of pupils.

The Government proposals to remove flexibility in GCSE and ‘A’ Levels are going to prevent many disabled children from gaining merit for their achievements.  Currently some Disabled children benefit from being able to demonstrate their ability using a variety of assessment methods which are offered through continued assessments without having to complete timed examinations all in one go.   And for disabled children who cannot take GCSEs there will be no real recognition of their achievements.   

“Labelling schools as ‘failing’ simply because school pupils do not achieve the Government’s arbitrary GCSE and Maths and English SATs targets are absolutely devastating for schools who welcome disabled and non disabled children alike.  This is likely to result in increasing numbers of disabled children being discriminated against and possibly excluded from mainstream schools if they are under pressure to meet Government’s examination targets” says Simone Aspis (Policy and Campaigns Coordinator)  

The other proposals, including changes to school league tables; teacher training, behaviour initiatives and school discipline and exclusions will all have a negative impact on schools who want to promote diversity and equality. 

“The Education White paper is a retrograde step in terms of supporting diversity and equality in schools. The proposals do nothing to bring fairness to those young people who are currently failed by the education system, in fact they increase the divide – what happened to the Government commitment to the Big Society being an inclusive society?” says Tara Flood (Director of the Alliance for Inclusive Education)
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The Alliance for Inclusive Education is an organisation run by disabled people. We campaign for well resourced mainstream education provision for all disabled learners.
Website: www.allfie.org.uk 
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