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ALLIANCE FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION CALLS FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION DIALOGUE BETWEEN SCHOOLS AND MPS – TO CELEBRATE 30 YEARS OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PRACTICE
Immediate release 

30 years ago, on the 31st October, the 1981 Education Act was passed, which imposed duties upon local authorities and mainstream schools to provide inclusive educational opportunities for disabled pupils. Since then, inclusive education legislation has been strengthened, backed by cross-party support, which has led to a phenomenal achievement of 99% of pupils with special educational needs being educated alongside their non-disabled peers within mainstream schools.     
The Alliance for Inclusive Education is celebrating this very important landmark by organising a series of events and activities to generate a national dialogue between schools, local politicians and disabled people and their allies.  There will also be an opportunity for MPs to sign an Early Day Motion in support of 30 years of inclusive education practice. 
Simone Aspis, the Alliance for Inclusive Education’s Campaigns and Policy Coordinator says: “ALLFIE would like mainstream schools to show MPs and local councillors the benefits of investing in inclusive education practice for both disabled and non-disabled children and the local community as a whole. During the important anniversary week we are hoping that MPs will show their support for 30 years of inclusive education by signing an inclusive education Early Day Motion.”
Notes to Editors The Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE) is a national campaigning and information-sharing network led by disabled people.  ALLFIE campaigns for disabled people to have the right to access and be supported in mainstream education. While some progress has been made towards this goal, disabled learners are the only group of people who can still be lawfully discriminated against, even with the Equality Act 2010 in place. We believe that education should support the development of physical, vocational and academic abilities through mixed-ability tuition so that all students have the opportunity to build relationships with one another. For further information about the 30 years of inclusive education practice and ALLFIE’s work visit www.allfie.org.uk  Also sign up toALLFIE’s Inclusive Education Manifesto   http://www.allfie.org.uk/pages/work/campaigns.html   
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