An introduction from Joe Whittaker, new Chair of Allfie
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I am delighted to have been elected as Chairperson with The Alliance for Inclusive Education. I have been an active campaigner for Inclusive Education for over thirty five years. My introduction to Allfie, over 20 years ago, provided me with a place of safety, support and powerful leadership, which was committed to the political struggle for Inclusive Education. That safety support and leadership continues today, heading the national campaign for Inclusive Education across the UK. 

Allfie has succeeded in shifting the national debate away from a simplistic discussion about a choice between Mainstream school and Special school to a deeper critical analysis of the structural discrimination against disabled people across all sectors of Education. Allfie has clearly articulated how an end to segregated schooling of Disabled children is a crucial and fundamental step in the eradication of discrimination and the oppression of Disabled people.

Allfie has remained determined in the struggle for Inclusive Education it has not been distracted by narrow party political promises and trends, which have failed to stop the damaging practice of segregated schooling.  However, this Coalition Government has stated that it intends to remove the “bias towards Inclusive Education”. This assertion demonstrates a serious lack of understanding about the schooling experiences of disabled people and how the current schooling system has failed to learn from the participation and contributions of Disabled People. 
There has never been a meaningful structural bias towards Inclusive Education in the UK. We do have excellent examples around the country in particular schools and in particular education authorities, where we can say with confidence inclusion works. However, we also know it is not enough to have examples of good practice, every disabled person has a right to Inclusive Education and Allfie will actively work to ensure that this human right is enshrined throughout all sectors of Education across the UK. 
Allfie came into existence to end segregated schooling, we know to be effective in that struggle we can never be complacent, we have to continue to build our membership, to increase the number of partner organisations, professional people, politicians and family members, with leadership from disabled people . We have to change the way of seeing the participation of disabled people not as a problem to be solved, but as a contribution to be welcomed in Pre-schools, Primary schools, Middle schools, Secondary schools, Sixth Form Colleges, Colleges of Further Education and across the University sector. Allfie has to challenge and interrogate that thinking, which advocates segregated schooling wherever that thinking exists.  

During my period as Chairperson I will be working in an open and collaborative way, to support the leadership of Allfie, to apply the core principles of Allfie and to make Inclusive Education the reality for all disabled people because: We know Inclusion Works!

Joe Whittaker April 2011.
