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Immediate Embargoed until Monday 11th May 2009  
P R E S S   R E L E A S E
ALLFIE DEMANDS DISABLED LEARNERS RIGHTS TO ACCESS MAINSTREAM EDUCATION IN EQUALITY BILL

The Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE) is disappointed that the Government is doing nothing to reduce the inequalities of opportunity between disabled and non-disabled people who wish to access mainstream education.  The Equality Bill due to be debated on Monday 11th May will allow disabled children and students to be forced into segregated provision against their own wishes.  Disabled children and students will be the only group who will have no unqualified rights to access education within this Bill, which is intended to promote equality between disabled and non-disabled people.    

“This Government will not achieve the Equality Bill’s aim to reduce social and economic inequalities between disabled and non-disabled people if they continue to force disabled children and students into segregated education provision.  Disabled people are significantly less likely than their non-disabled peers to be enrolled on FE and HE courses.  In 2009 disabled people still do not have the same rights as everyone else to access mainstream education despite research has showing that disabled children who attend mainstream schools have higher self-esteem and are more likely to fulfil their aspirations than their special school peers.  True equality and respect can only be achieved if disabled and non-disabled people play, learn and work together within inclusive mainstream settings,” says Simone Aspis (ALLFIE’s Campaigns and Policy Co-ordinator).

ALLFIE wants the Equality Bill to: 

· Ensure that disabled and non-disabled people have the same right to access mainstream learning opportunities. 

· Provide a consistent framework for the assessment, identification and support required so that disabled students can flourish in mainstream learning environments. 

· Ensure that disabled learners are not unfairly discriminated against if they wish to undertake qualifications.  

· Maintain and strengthen the public sector duty so that educational institutions are required by law to plan and provide for all disabled learners within mainstream settings and classes
· Ensure that disabled learners have an unqualified right to access mainstream education.

· Ensure that disabled learners are provided with the support and equipment they need to access the same range of mainstream courses that is available for their non disabled peers. 

· Ensure that all public bodies that have a strategic role in education provision are under a duty to promote, improve and increase mainstream education provision for a wider range of disabled students within their commissioning role. 

· Ensure that all education providers are required to anticipate, plan and provide for greater inclusive provision for a wider range of disabled students.  

ALLFIE will work with the Government to ensure this Equality Bill provides the same rights for disabled and non-disabled learners to access mainstream education provision.    
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