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Heading for Inclusion - Responding to Warnock

Heading for inclusion is a group of Headteachers and senior school leaders dedicated to the ideals of a fully inclusive mainstream education system.
Inclusion Works!


Headteachers and senior school leaders up and down the country are dismayed at the negative portrait that has been presented of inclusive education over the past weeks following Baroness Warnock's recent unfortunate comments.  We, of all people, are the first to admit that inclusion is not always easy; does not always provide quick fixes and needs to be properly funded.  Equally, we have daily experience of seeing how inclusion is powerfully changing the world for the next generation of young people - for the better.  Inclusion for us is ultimately about building a society in which all people are valued for who they are; where young people learn to throw away the prejudices with which we were brought up  and can work together to create a new 'inclusive' world.  Some of us are well on the way to modelling internationally renowned school environments which respond to the needs of each child - and develop them into the creative, intelligent, loving, thoughtful human beings that is their birthright.  Many of us are at various stages on the way.

Baroness Warnock is wrong when she says inclusion is not working.  We know that there are parents, children and indeed schools who are not completely happy with the current situation.  We need to remember, however, that the alternative Eugenic model of segregated education has failed many more children - through very low expectations, ghettoisation - and most seriously - an impaired ability of its recipients to engage in mainstream society when they leave.  Our system of segregated education must end! 

There are, of course, dedicated professionals with highly valuable skills in special schools.  As special schools close these people need to come and work in the new inclusive mainstream schools and bring their expertise to support all children.  There are numerous examples of mainstream schools adopting new practice to respond to the needs of a child with special needs and finding that many other children also benefit from the change.

One school, which included a child with Downs syndrome, taught all the children and staff Makaton only to find that many of the children were able to benefit from receiving information in that way.

In one school with provision for children with Emotional and Behavioural Difficulties the children repeatedly elected a child with an EBD statement to represent them on the school council because they knew he would not be afraid to put their views to the Headteacher.  When he first started at the school many children had been afraid of him.  Because of inclusion he put his temper and violence behind him and became a valued member of his society.

School Councils, circles of friends, peer counselling, circles of support are just some of the ways inclusion is improving the lives of children - every day.

Inclusion is a radical agenda - we are talking about changing the whole of society. Baroness Warnock would do well to come and talk to Headteachers to see how wonderful those changes are proving to be.  We look forward to meeting with her.
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