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ALLIANCE FOR INCLUSIVE EDUCATION SAYS NEW FREE SPECIAL SCHOOLS BREACH UN CONVENTION RIGHT TO INCLUSIVE EDUCATION

Immediate release 

The Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE) is deeply concerned that the go ahead has now been given to three new ‘free’ special schools as recently announced by the Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove.

In 2009 the UK Government signed up to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Part of this new obligation is a commitment to continuing to build the capacity of mainstream schools to be better able to include disabled children and young people with special educational needs. So far the Coalition Government has done nothing to implement this obligation and in reality is actually developing policies that are directly opposed to increasing inclusion.

“It’s clear the Government is determined to reverse the well evidenced progress that has been made towards inclusion over the last three decades. Current Government policy to reverse what they think is a bias towards inclusion ignores what parents and disabled people want; it rejects the advice being given by the community and voluntary sector and worse than that, it breaches a fundamental human rights obligation” says Tara Flood, Director of ALLFIE. 

It is also the case that the creation of three new ‘free’ special schools, at a time when local authority budgets are already facing decimating cuts, can only make it much worse for parents who want their disabled child to be included in a local mainstream school. This is because local authority funding for mainstream schools will be have to be redirected to the new free special schools and away from existing provision. 

Notes to Editors: the Alliance for Inclusive Education (ALLFIE) is a national campaigning and information-sharing network led by disabled people.  ALLFIE campaigns for disabled people to have the right to access and be supported in mainstream education. While some progress has been made towards this goal, disabled learners are the only group of people who can still be lawfully discriminated against, even with the Equality Act 2010 in place. We believe that education should support the development of physical, vocational and academic abilities through mixed-ability tuition so that all students have the opportunity to build relationships with one another. For further information about the 30 years of inclusive education practice and ALLFIE’s work visit www.allfie.org.uk  Also sign up toALLFIE’s Inclusive Education Manifesto   http://www.allfie.org.uk/pages/work/campaigns.html   
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